Comparison of the use of rRNA probes and conventional methods in identifying strains of Lactobacillus sake and L. curvatus isolated from meat.
Published 23S rRNA directed probes for the species Lactobacillus sake and L. curvatus were used for rapid identification of lactic acid bacteria (LAB) isolated from meat. Of 96 strains of LAB from pork loin, 23 hybridised with the probe for L. sake and 16 with the probe for L. curvatus. Of 20 LAB strains from bologna, 19 strains hybridised with L. sake. By comparison with conventional biochemical tests, the probes provided a reliable identification.